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TWO ANNAS

BHCODAN — THE DEMAND OF THE AGE

In his prayer-speech at Nagpheni in the
Ranchi District Shri Vineba explained the pro-
cess of dharma-chakra-pravartan, i.e. the inaugu-
ration of a new religious truth with a view to
uplifting the society to a higher moral level and
the part which conversion on the one hand and
the need of the age as indicated by the external
conditions on the other, play in helping it to go
forward.

He began the speech by analysing the nature
of moral force. He said, “ We want to create
moral force. India att ined its Independence in
a unique way — by m'ans, of Satyagraha and
Ahimsa. That created a certain moral force.
Even today if there is any force which we can
readily create in India, it is only moral force.
And that is what we are out to do through
Bhoodan. We want to teach everyone of us that
it is our duty to be concerned about the welfare
of our hungry neighbour. So long as those who
1i3 und us are afflicted with hunger and
18 € and disease, the rich and the wise and
the healthy should resist the temptation to enjoy
their happiness by themselves. Their first duty
is to go to the help of their neighbours. This is
what we call the conversion of the heart.

“There is no practical difference in moral
pressure and the change of heart. In Bihar up-
till-now about forty thousand people have given
land-donations. We may not have received land
in proportion to the number of donors because
a large majority of them were poor. But the
singular fact of the people — even poor people,
coming forward to part with their lands is
having the desired effect upon the richer section.
An urge has imperceptibly come to dominate
their hearts which they can no longer shake off.
You know already that in this district the Raja
Saheb of Palkot is moving about among the
people as our agent. 'Is this not an example of
the change of heart ? But one must not suppose
that the change of heart is a thing which will
proceed with mathematical exactitude. A change
of heart in one man becomes a nucleus exercising
its influence for similar change on a number of
others around him. For example, Tana Bhagat *
who flourished in this part made thousands take
to devotion. Such is the working of the influence
of a man’s thought. We may call it by any other

*Bhagat is the Hindi form of Bhakta ie. a devotee, a
godly person. ¢

hame — for example, we may call it lokalajja,
ie. the innate sense of decency which impels a
man towards right conduct for fear that other-
wise people may look down upon him. In any
case, however, it is a force which is totally diffe-
rent from the force of violence. Sc even when a
man acts out of lokalajja, his sincerity is not to
be doubted, because it is also.a form, of the
change of heart.

“ External conditions bring about the
change of heart and the change of heart
brings about a change in external conditions.
They both act upon each other. The seed
gives rise to the fruit and the fruit gives
rise to the seed. Supposing an old man takes
to renunciation following the death of his son,
shall we say that his renunciation is born of the
old age and the death of his son and is therefore
not genuine ? At the most, we can say that when
he was young and his son was living, he lay
caught in attachment. But knowing, as we do,
that there arc old men who lose their sons in old
age but who do not on that account take to the
life of renunciation, we must understand that the
one who felt compelled to adopt renunciation had
a seed of it in him from before and the death of the
son merely served to bring it out. We must then
believe in the existence of goodness in the heart
of every man. The very fact that we have given
the right of vote to every one indicates our accept-
ance of the truth of goodness existing in every
human heart.

“We are moving towards our goal from two
directions concurrently : First, we rely on the
indwelling Godhead waking up sooner or later and
impelling the individual to take to the right path.
Secondly, we are striving to create conditions to
bring about such an awakening that people will
feel compelled to give. Thus we are trying to
produce a double awakening — a moral awaken-
ing resulting in the change of heart and an
awakening of the people’s consciousness. If there
is only an awakening of the people’s conscious-
ness and no moral awakening, it may create
the force of violence. On the other hand if
there is_only a moral awakening, it will take a
very long time to achieve our objective. Just as
a bird has two wings and must needs use both.
in order to fly, even so a righteous idea requires
both the inner awakening and the outer change
in objective conditions,
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«There is a big difference in the usugl pro-
pagation of dharma end the inauguration of
dharma-chakra with a view to break from the
past and enter on a new ascent of progress. The
saints and seers, wherever and whenever they
are, are always preaching the usual dharma. But
the inauguration of dharma-chakra consists in
recognizing the need of the age and linking it up,
with. the dharma. Gandhiji did the same in
teaching us Ahimsa. Love and non-violence were
not newg principles. But he linked them with the
need of the age — with the struggle for Swaraj.
Had he not done so he might still have attracted
ten or twenty followers, but he could not have
been the supreme leader of an entire nation. We
could not fight the British with arms because we
had no arms and the British were infinitely supe-
rior to us in arms. The conditions thus demanded
a recourse to some other weapon than the force
of arms. While Gandhiji was convinced of the
superior efficacy of Ahimsa, his task was made
easier by the suitability of the conditions, and
thus he succeeded in communicating his belief
in Ahimsa to the entire nation and winning
Similarly, today the poor throughout
India — not only India but also throughout Asia
— are hungry for land. And they will not rest
until this hunger is satisfied. We have linked up
this situation with the moral principle enjoined
by dharma that a land holder must give land to
his hungry neighbour, for land is a gift of God
and must therefore be deemed as the common
property of the society. People could hardly have
appreciated this idea in olden times, but now they
have no difficulty in accepting it, since it has
been linked up with the demand of the age. This
combination of the right conditions and a moral
idea generates tremendous force and leads to
what we have called dharma-chakra-pravartan.”

(From Hindi) N. D.

EDIBLE OILS, GHANI AND FOREIGN
EXCHANGE
(By Maganbhai P. Desai)

A correspondent from Bombay who seems to
be well-acquainted with the trends of the current
market and the way it is affected by the export-
import trade,. makes a complaint against the
Government. If his facts'are correct, then the
complaint cannot be dismissed as lacking in some
substance. He writes:

“The increase in the prices of edible oils during
the last two months would show that the tendency of
our trading class to exploit hoth the excess or scarcity
of any goods in the market remains as strong as ever.

* Having overestimated the groundnut crop at the
beginning of the season, the Government permitted its
export in very large quantities. The actual output,
however, fell far short of the estimate. And though
this became evident quite early the Government did
not take any measure to avert the mischief which was
bound to result from their export policy. The Govern-
ment woke up to their duty only when the situation
had gone completely out of control, and the prices here
had risen too high for the foreign markets. The Govern.
ment then set out to restrict exports by refraining from
granting any more export quota. But the mischief
had been done and the action had been delayed too
long to be of any avail then. The stock was insufficient,
even for our consumption; consequently the prices rose
unconscionably high. The poor to whom ghee had
already become a forbidden thing were now unable

to buy even the oil at moderate rates. Besides even
when they buy it dear, there is no knowing about its
purity. In the first week of June the wholesale price
of the groundnut oil was Rs 2480, today it is
Rs 20-40. The retail price is Re 140. And
since in about two months from now we will be
having the new crop, import is not advisable or helpful.
After all that has happened, the least that the Govern-
ment should do is to beg people’s pardon for mis-
handling the situation. In fact the whole policy of the
Government in encouraging the export of oil-seeds out
of greed for earning foreign exchange and thus tacitly
inducing the agriculturists to divert the acreage
from food to oilseeds at a time when we have been
experiencing food shortage is wrong and in its resuits
unfair to the people. Why should they not place greater
restrictions on the import of luxury goods and thus
save the amount of foreign exchange which presently
they are earning by the export of oil-seeds ?*

It is true that the Finance Ministry is guided
in its policy regarding export and import to a
very great extent by the consideration of its gain
in foreign exchange. Well may the Finance
Minister keep his eye on the exchequer. Every
businessman does that. But the businessman
has to do it for safeguarding his personal interest.
The Finance Minister of a popular government
however, is concerned with guarding the interests
of his people. And to think that earning foreign
exchange will always conduce to the interests of
the people is a dangerous half-truth. It is not
difficult to visualize that some time the policy may
do great harm to the various industrial occupa-
tions and result in great hardships to many. The
export-import traders are always on the look-out
to promote their business and to make profits by
somehow winning over the Government to do
as they want.

And why should oil-seeds be exported at all ?
Do we not need oil and oil-cake ? If there will be
more of it than we use at present — well, the
people will have more of it. In'any case, it cannot
do harm to us. But the difficulty is that the eco-
ndmists are wont to think only in terms of
money — of profit and loss and prices. Wrong
training and long habit have warped their minds
in such a way that they are always occupied with
the money aspect of the situation. Let the rural
population and the people in general know that
real wealth does not consist in money but in
useful goods. Therefore the more they get out of
the clutches of the money-economy, the better
it would be for them.

In the change from being a ghani-product
to a mill-product, the edible oils have been turn-
ed from an eatable which they are into a com-
mercial commodity to be used as a means of
making profits. If, in these matters, the final
decision is to rest with the people, then it should
be clearly understood that oil should again be
made a village industry product. That will stop
the oil-seeds disappearing into the vortex of
greedy commerce and they will remain with the
people for providing them with oil at their need.
But for that the nation and the Government have
to adopt the Sarvodaya outlook of the Gandhian
economics.

(From the oviginal in Gujarati)
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ALUMINIUM — A MENACE TO HEALTH
(By Krishna Murthy Mir Mira)

Aluminium utensils are seen nowadays, even in the
remote villages of our country, This is due to some of
the advantages they offer in the way of being non-breakablé,
cheap, easy to clean and looking beautiful, So, ignorant
people purchase them for they are not aware that
aluminium {s harmful both hygienically and economically.

Aluminium was first used for making cooking utensils
in 1892. At that time, the manufacturers were unaware
of the dangers to health, in using these for culinary pur-
poses. Durmg the past !hn‘ty years, the manufacture of

a great organi-
zation, alded by an intenslve publlclty campaign, but grave
doubts have arisen as to the suitability of aluminium for
cooking purposes.

As per the Lancet report, published in 1913, evidence
from all parts of the world has accumulated proving
beyond doubts that alumintum as used for cullnary pur-
poses, is injurious to health and may even play a significant
part in the causation of certain diseases including cancer.

In our food there are alkalies and acids. Alimintum
is veadily attacked by organic acids and alkalies such as
are found in fruits and vegetables. It is attacked slowly
by cold acetic acid but the rate of attack increases marked-
1y \vith xaxsmg temperature

ntitled A and A
alloy js m the food mdustry (1948) by Mr J. M. Bryan,
the following significant admissions are made which
should serve as a strong warning to housewives and
cooks using aluminium utensils :

1. . Alkalies are dissolves to a greater extent which
are definitely harmful.

2. Aluminium is not recommended for tomato pro-
ducts that require boiling.

3. There is corrosive action of vinegar when salt is
present particularly at boiling temperature.

Among the pioneers in the investigation of the harm-
ful effects of aluminium, Dr Le Hunte Cooper, late Captain,
Royal Army Medical Corps is best known for his writings
on the subject. Having suffered himself from aluminium
pofsoning, he has taken a keen personal interest in the
problem. According to him, aluminium, in’addition to
its irritative, inflammatory and ulcerative effects upon
the gastric and intestinal mucose also seriously affects the
nervous system. Dr Tchijevsky’s experiments have shown
that mice fed from an alumintum vessel are about forty
times more prone to develop spontancous cancer than
controlled animals. Even in the face of all these well-
known scientific data aluminium utensils are being
encouraged. It is thus a proved fact that aluminium is
harmful to human system. The health of the country is

going down with many new increased diseases. The
cholce of safer substitute for aluminium pots are the
following :

1. Mud vessels are the best. The village pottery pots
and pans are best because they are not only harmless to
human system but also economically help our village pot-
ters. For storing purposes, glazed earthenwares are good.

2. The next are enamels and stainless steel. These can-
not be recommended as we are not producing them in our
own country and they are costlier compared to mud wares.

Formerly, in our country village potters used to supply
vessels for utility purposes. This supply of mud wares
continued to this day because our people have recognized
that food cooked in mud vessels is superior to the one
cooked in metallic vessels. The mud pots and pans are
in the reach of villagers. In those days every village used
to have 5 to 10 potters and all these potters were leading.
happy and contented life. Now due to some of the appa-
rent disadvantages of mud pots and some of the elusive
advantages of aluminium wares,. people have left using
mud vessels and have commenced using aluminium wares.
Now even potters have taken using metal vessels like

aluminium, as faney and prestige. But they are not aware
of the bad effects of aluminium. Today almost all the
Dotters are suffering without work even though they are
masters in this craft. About one million people Who know:
Dottery have become a burden to this country as their
work has been taken away by this aluminium industry.

Instead of producing harmful aluminium vessels
which starve lakhs of villagers and also importing alu-
minium sheets, we must concentrate on using our alu-
minium resources for sheet metal for industrial purposes.

BACKWARD CLASSES AND THE
CONSTITUTION
(By Muaganbhai P. Desai)

Shri P. Kodanda Rao, Member, the Servants
of India Society, in his press release on the work
of the Backward Classes Commission presided
over by Shri Kakasaheb Kalelkar, raises a funda-
mental question which is noteworthy. He says :

“The Backward Classes Commission, now touring
the country, is concerned with determining the criteria
of ‘ backward classes’ as distinguished from ‘advanced
classes’, and to suggest ‘ Governmental help and pre-
ference’ for the former. While Part III of the Indian
Constitution takes the individual as the unit for Funda-
mental Rights, Part XVI takes the group as the umit
for preferences, which accrue to the individual only
as a member of the' group, caste, race, trfbe or com-
munity. For instance an individual, who for no fault
of his has been listed among the ‘advanced’ classes,
will not get a scholarship even if he be poor, while
another individual, fortunate enough to be listed among
the ‘backward’ classes, will get it even if he he well-
to-do.

“It is very doubtful if such an approach is con-
dueive to national solidarity, particularly when classes
are listed on the basis of immutable birth and not on
dynamic culture. A person may chdose and change
his education or profession, but he had no choice in
selecting his parents. Preferences to some means de-
nials to others. The interposition of a group between
the individual and the State in public policies weakens
the loyalty of the former to the latter. If, on the top
of it, preferences are attached to existing evils, the latter
tend to be perpetuated.

“The more rational course is to take the individual
as the unit and not a caste, a tribe, etc, which are
irrelevant for public purposes, and to secure for him
equality before the law and equality of opportunity for
cultural advancement, unrestricted by the aceident of
Dbirth. The Indian Constitution resolutely réfused to
recognize class, caste or community for the political
franchise. It should do likewise for all public social
services. In so far as groups are recognized, India will
be a federation of classes, castes and communities, and
not a union of citizens.”

The fear expressed at the end might perhaps
be felt a little exaggerated ; however if casteism
and untouchability are to go—and they should
80, then should they not lose the kind of statu-
tory recognition hy the Constitution which creates
a kind of economically and educationally pre-
ferential status in their favour ? However, this is
not to suggest in any way that the State should
not take care to promote educational and econo-
mic interests of the weaker sections of the people
and protect them from social injustice. The
question: is how should we do this duty avoiding
the danger noted above.

11-8-53
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GANDHIJI AND VARIOUS TSMS
" (By Maganbhai P. Desai) q

A correspondent in his letter to Shri Jivanji
D. Desai, the Manager of the Navajivan, makes a
suggestion which is noteworthy. He says: :

«It is a fact that Gandhijis writings (in his
absence now) do not sell so well as the Socialist or
Communist literature. Both the Socialists and the
Communists are Marxists and as such atheist. Gandhiji
had fundamental differences with them. He did not ac-
cept a social order based on atheism and violence.
However, people still adore Gandhism ; hence both the
Marxist groups continuously try to win over the
Gandhians to their sides. The Socialists have won over
Acharya Kripalani and are trylng to win over
Shri Vinoba Bhave. On the other side, the Communists
feel the satisfaction of having won over Shri Ravi-
‘shankar Maharaj and Shri Kumarappa; and they are
Tight to some extent.

“At such a time the Navajivan office should
organize to sell books on our ancient lore and those by
our great modern Indians....."

Such a complaint about the sale of Gandhian
literature is not a new one. It was there even
when Gandhiji was in our midst. Some people
said to him in the same way as the correspondent
writes above.

I remember such an incident. It was I think
during the 1935-40 days that a young collegian,
who was brought up in Gandhiji’'s Ashram, said
to Gandhiji, “Bapu, the Socialists and the
Communists present their things in attractive
books and pamphlets and in interesting style.
These spread among many youngsters like me,
whether in colleges or outside. They are tempted
to read them. Similarly your ideology also should
be broadcast ; otherwise the new generation will
be carried away by the former only.”

Gandhiji answered him, “I follow what you
say. But my way is different. If what I say is
true, it alone will survive ; all else, even though
ma}ie attractive and alluring to make it go, will
ultimately go down. And if what I say is un-
true, then why should it prosper? Therefore,
without being uneasy or impatient and saving
myself from the botheration like that of those
about whom you speak, I persist and go on doing
what I hold true, and to those who wish to know
about it I go on explaining by speaking and
writing. It is enough if we work with the faith
that ultimately Truth survives and not untruth.
The fruit lies in the hands of God.”-

T'have summarized the above talk in my own
‘words.

Today Gandhiji’s teachings are on trial. Till
Tiow we generally repeated what he said, because
:‘la]fi?e:vi ;vsese not specially required to do them ;
e The;epeatmg We got some strength and

: D We were fighting to get Swaraj ;

hence it was necessary to work with one mind
in that way ; and there was no difficulty in so
acting. -Now we have Swaraj. Now begins the
time when what we said before is to be imple-
mented. Therefore we all probe into those things
deeper and act according to our understanding
about them. Therefore the old unity of pre-
Swaraj days is no more with us.

And this is nothing to be wondered at. We
have now to rebuild India. We have to see what
shape we wish to give. It involves the question
of capturing and using the power of the State to
that end. Now it is not a mere academic ques-
tion whether this ism is true or that. We have
now to find out how we as a people can live as a
happy, prosperous and peaceful family and to
achieve it. Hence, we might say, various.isms are
really on their trial today. .

Gandhiji did not give his programme by way
of competing with various isms that we have
come to know from Europe. He never intended
to give any ism of his own. He devised his
programme from the realities of our position and
to suit our genius. Accordingly he told us some
fundamental home truths, such as :

5 1. To serve Daridranarayana is our com-
mon end. That is to be the touchstone on which
every plan or programme must be tested.

2. For that Sarvodaya or ‘ unto this last”’ is
the true way.

3. India lives in her villages. Hence her
true problems are village problems.

4. To solve them the capital of labour and
Swadeshi are the best means. Without it the
whole of our people cannot earn their bread
happily and freely.

5. Therefore we must develop the eco-
nomics of Khadi; this we cannot have ready-
made from the West.

6. Machine is a servant of man ; it must not
be allowed to master him ; otherwise society will
suffer. * Unfortunately it appears at present that
machine is lording over man, due to which there
are the evils of industrialism, capitalism and
imperialismv; we should avoid them.

The above-mentioned things are for our eco-
nomic life. Regarding our social and religious
life he said :

7. Man and woman are equal ; they are the
two wheels with which the caravan of society
goes on. Both are co-workers in the life dedi-
cated to Dharma — social good ; therefore they
cannot live their life for self-indulgence and per-
sonal gratification.

8. Untouchability and casteism are the bane
of Hindu society. If they are not removed, the
Hindu society will be ruined. -

Similarly colour prejudice also. Without
removing all inequalities of this nature humanity
will not be happy nor come to her own.

9. » There should he not mere toleration of
various religions, but the realization of their
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equality. Then only can various communities
live in comity and mutual help and real Religion
‘of Man come forth as a living thing.

Therefore it is not proper to wish to convert
any one. There can be no institution for conver-
sion. The proper thing is to wish that every one
becomes a true devotee of his own Tespective
religion. Then only can we save ourselves from:
airs of superiority of our religion and consequent
fanaticism.

10. ‘The world is one family ’ is our ideal ;
therefore net war, but peace and love are our
motto.

To follow these ideals Gandhiji gave the
following as the principles of his methodology :

11. As the means; so the ends. Therefore
weans must be as pure and true as the ends : the
two should match completely.

12. Satyagraha is the cternal and infallible
weapon in the hands of such a society. 3

13. Satyagraha requires us that we should
be pure, humble and non-violent; and so
behaving continuously try to live truth as we see
it; so living, truth will lead us to the whole
Truth.

14, Education must be based on such
foundations. Therefore it must centre round
labour and industry, which ‘sustain life and are
its foundation.

15. All education to be true and abiding
must be through the child’s language. “ Every
cultured Indian will know in addition to his own
provincial language, if a Hindu, Sanskrit; if a
Mahommedan, Arabic; if a Parsee, Persian;
and all, Hindi,. .. .with the option of writing it
in Persian or Nagri characters.” (Hind Swaraj,*
p. 67).

16. A society built this way will rise itself
and help its individuals also to rise; such a
society will establish peace on earth.

I have put down the above items as they
have struck me and in that order. The list is not
to be taken as exhaustive. The reader may fill in
many other items in their due correlation and
context. For example, prohibition.

If people like these items, there will come
forth persons who will experiment on them and
formulate sciences of them ; literary men, poets,
and writers will use their art to present them in
a beautiful manner. And those who heartily en-
dorse them, will naturally act accordingly. Thus
going on, they will be really vital and living in
society.

The writer has touched the present political
situation also in his short letter above. He says
that there is a rivalry to win over to this or that
side the Gandhians so-called. But it is a different.
story. It is better to differentiate Gandhism from
% Price Re. 0:80, Postage etc. As: 3.
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Gandhiji’s ideas and principles. Gandhiji d_id not.
like to call his ideas as an ism ; ever growing as
they were, he was against narrowing and confin-
ing them into the closed limits of a dogma or an
ism. It is therefore that his ideas have their own
distinction in the world today. Therefore well
may one hold them if he likes them ; but to make
a dogma or an ism out of them is in vain.
Gandhians, looking to the present political set-up
in the country, may turn to this or that camp ;
that is another matter; and it should not be
confused with Gandhiji’s ideas. These are a philo-
sophy that came forth in our land and to our
modern age as a call to live full religious life, both
individual and corporate. It is no narrow dogma
or creed. As he said while introducing his auto-
biography to the world, its essential truth is :
“Let hundreds like me perish, but let
truth prevail. Let us not reduce the standard
of truth even by a hair’s breadth for judging

erring mortals like myself.” .

Such a truth is not meant to be a narrow
dogma or an ism. It ever gives lifc more and
more and so succeeds even through a series of
apparent defeats.

15-8-'563
(From the original in Gujarati)

MADRAS PLAN OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Aims and Objects

“ Tt is absolutely clear to me that widespread
literacy and the abolition of the unhealthy
divorce between literacy and body-labour can be
accomplished by us only through this scheme,”
says Mr C. Rajagopalachari, Chief Minister,
Madras State, in his introduction to a guide-book
prepared by the Education Department on the
modified scheme of elementary education.

The Chief Minister says: “All high princi-
ples and reforms either of art, culture, religion
or education, have to be worked through such im-
perfect institutions as we possess or bring into
existence in the immediate present. Many great
reformers have dealt with the methods of educa-
tion and our schools have from time to time been
remodelled in the hope that the education im-
parted in these schools may improve in quality
and results.

“The most recent educational reformer was
our great all-round reformer and the Father of
the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. He gave us the
system called by the name of Basic Education
and the Sargent Report accepted it and a Govern-
ment of India resolution confirmed it. Basic edu-
cation has been put in practice in a certain
number of our schools. But this is by no means
enough. Notwithstanding all the defects of our
existing schools and the teachers engaged there-
in, we must implement, to the extent to which
we can do it now, the principles of the scheme
of education propounded by Gandhiji in and



through all our primary schools with such mate-
rials and facilities as can now be gathered round
these schools.

“T am a humble adventurer, and T should be
content if the scheme, which the Education
Minister and I have evolved with the assistance
of the Director of Public Tnstruction, is accepted
for the present, as a second best that can be put
through immediately, taking our resources and
limitations into account. I firmly believe that a
half-baked craft-teacher made to order cannot be
an efficient instrument for the development of
basic education. I am convinced that we should
make use of the actual farmer and craftsman who
make their living by their work. The present
scheme is based essentially on this conviction.
The implementation of the basic education pro-
gramme will no way be adversely affected by the
new scheme. In due course, it will evolve the
real teacher that we must have for the basic
education.”

3 The Plan in Detail
“The reduced-hour scheme of elementary education
Wwill apply to the lower elementary standards of all ele-
mentary schools in non-municipal areas. The scheme will
not however apply to Basic schools wherever they are.
It will not apply to higher elementary standards of schools
even in non-municipal areas.

School Hours
“ Children in Standards I to V will attend classes for
only three hairs during the day. The school will work
In two sessions. Hach session will be of three hours dura-
tion consisting of four periods of 40 minutes each wirh
not less than two intervals totalling 20 minutes.

“The pupils will be divided into two batches. One
Dalch will attend the morning session on one day and the
afternoon session on the next day and so on alternatively,
so-that the day is divided between the two batches and
both batches have an equal chance for morning and after-
noon hours.

“Teachers will have to attend schools both sessions.
The school will ordinarily work for six days in the week
as agalnst five days in some places and 5} days in other
Dlaces as till now. The total number of working days' for
the whole year will not exceed the prescribed minimum
Of 220 days as till now.

Subjects for Teaching
*The following subjects will be taught in the schools
in the appropriate standards: (1) Language, (2) Hle
mentary Mathematics, (3) Drawing, (4) Nature Study,

(8) History, (6) Geography, (7) Hygiene, (8) Civics, (9)
Moral Instruction, (10) Singing. '

* The number of periods to be assigned to the subjects
Will not be less than till now. Twenty-one periods will be
given ‘to these subjects as hitherto. There will be six
Working days under: the new arrangement and 24 periods
Per week will be available in all. This will leave three
periods to be used at the discretion of the headmaster,
Moreover, Standard I will not have History and Geography.
and Standard I1 will be relicved from History teaching.
These two standards will therefore have some sparé
beriods for recreational activities,
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Out of School Hours

“The programme contemplated outside the school
hours in the home and the village should be treated as
an important and valuable part of the educational process.

“In the outof-school hours, what is aimed at is not
so much in the to
begin with as enabling children to understand and appre-
ciate various types of useful and productive work going
on around them and thus to develop in them a healthy
outlook towards body-labour. It is mot only what are
called handicrafts but any kind of body-work, within the

apacity of the childven concerned, which may be brought
into the programme,

Productive Work Activities

participati

“For the children of Standards T to III the body-
activities will be largely play, observation and satisfaction
of curiosity in regard to what they observe and even in the
case of the children of Standards IV and V, they will
be encouraged to participate slowly, steadily and increa-
singly in the varlous types of productive or useful work
in the village.

“There need be no rigidity about time-table for the
out-of-school programme. A degree of fluldity will neces-
sarily prevail in this rcgard. The younger children are
not obliged to he at any particular place for any fixed
number of hours. In the case of the older children, they
may be encouraged to remain longer at selected places.
But even for these the hours may be kept fairly flexible.

“During agricultural seasons many of the older
children may be encouraged to observe, understand and
participate in the various lighter agricultural operations
going on in and around the village. The need for pro-
moting a programme of other activities will largely arise
in the non-agricultural seasons.

Work Centres

‘ Where in respect of any school it is not possible to
arrange in the locality 'to absorb children in such activities
the school may organize either in the school or outside,
its own work centre, provided even in such cases it is
craftsmen who live by that work and have real and effec-
tive skill in that work who are brought in as instructors.
Since agricultural work in general and kitchen-gardening
in particular as also home, school and village sanitation
may be included in the activity programme, schools need-
ing craftsmen from outside will be very few.

“In the case of girls it is expected that generally they
will find enough scope for activities in their own homes.
But parents who wish their girls to learn any craft or
other work in the village along with boys or separately
may be allowed the opportunity.

*“Since the question has been raised by several people
it is necessary to state that helping in the management
of a shop may also be considered as an occupation wherein
packing, handling of goods, and other physical activities
will come into play.

No Compulsion

STt also to be emphasized th?t all activities in the
out-of-school hours are not compulsorily thrust upon parents
or children. What is aimed at is that the atmosphere
and conditions must be created in which the grown-ups
of the area including parents and children will come to-
gether to participate increasingly in the programme under
the modified scheme.
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“The most important element in the scheme of short-
ened school hours is that parents who belong to occupa-
" tional groups and wish to have their children with them
during the out-of-school hours will be allowed to do 0.
But there is no compulsion that all children belonging
to a particular i group should be
trained in that occupation. Freedom is fully allowed to
parents in selecting the work.

Assistance in Homes

“The first step is to allow parents and elders to have
their children back during the out-of-school hours for such
help as the children can give in the homes. This will
absorb a good percentage of children. The second step is
to divide children into small groups and direct them to
such centres in the village where some craftsmen are at
work. This will absorb some percentage of the remaining
children. The third step is to arrange that children go
into the easier and simpler activities associated with agri-
culture. This will absorb many more children. The next
step will be to arrange easy projeets of kitchen-gardening,
home school and village sanitation, etc. And finally where
conditions demand it, any suitable programme of bodily
work may be arranged for in the school or its grounds.
It is not expected that there can be any considerable num-
Der of children who will be left out after all the above
steps are taken to absorb them in some useful work or
other.

The Village School Council

“The village school council will guide. the various
activities in the out-of-school pr . In
regard to the out-of-school programme of activities, there
will neither be any quantitative or other standards set
or any manner of examination held for promotion of
pupils from standard to standard. The success of the
programme will be judged by children being kept happy
and usefully engaged.

Further Education

“At the end of the course the pupil will be eligible
for admission in the higher elementary course or in the
first form of the secondary school as hitherto withéut any
hindrance whatsoever on account of deficiency in the out-
of-school programme.”

(From The Hindu, 287-53)
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BHOODAN MOVEMENT AND CHRISTIANS
[A joint statement by heads of Kerala Churches]

It is the duty of all Christians to co-operate-
with and promote movements that aim at the
progress and wellbeing of the nation. The appli-
cation of the standard of Christian love in the
acquiring and distribution of land is an essential
requisite in the achievement of a just social and
economic order. The tradition of the Christian
Church in pioneering for the liberation of the
disinherited is doubtless to express itself in this
cause as well. The influence of the Christian
Church in Free India would depend to a conside-
rable extent on its efforts in seeking a Christian
answer to the social and economic problems of
the people of this country. Efforts of the Christian
Church in working for individual change of heart
should go hand in hand with a passion for
righteousness and a concern for transforming the
social order which vitally impinges on the lives
of such individuals.

In this part of our country land is so scarce
compared to the population that there are
thousands of agricultural peasants who have no
land to cultivate and many thousands who are
struggling hard without eveh a piece of land for
putting up a hut to live in. It is the responsibility
of every person who loves the country to find a
solution to this desperately urgent problem.

It is with a view to finding a solution to this
problem on non-violent lines that Acharya Vinoba
Bhave has started the Bhoodan Yajna movement.
He-says that the peace and prosperity of this
country depends on the peaceful solution of the
land problem. He points out as the objective of
this movement, a “change in heart among the
people, a change in their way of life, and a
change in the social and economic order.” Just
as the Christian Church longs to have each parish
transformed into a living working brotherhood
after the pattern of the early Christian Koenonia,
we have also to work towards the ideal of each
village becoming a sharing family.

The purpose of the Bhoodan movement is to
receive gifts of land from those who have for
distribution to agricultural peasants who have no
land for a homestead or for cultivation. The
effort is to receive a sixth of the cultivable land
of India, viz. 50 million acres for such distribution,
About one million and four lakhs of acres of land
bave already been so received. The quota for
Kerala for the current year is 25,000 acres of
which only 6,000 have been so far contributed.
There is no other area in the whole of India
where Christians are so numerous as in Kerala.
There are many who are in a position to help
this movement actively. We consider it the duty
not only of each Christian but of the Church as
a whole to co-operate in this movement which is
in keeping with Christian principles, and to make
it a success. We therefore urge every one accord-
ing to his ability to contribute gifts of land,
money and time for the Bhoodan Yajna
movement,
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NOTES

Bombay’s Unique. Opportunity

Bombay State has the unique g'ooz.i Afor!.u.ne
and honour of first instituting the ]udlclary' in-
dependent of the executive. It is _a%so a unique
opportunity if only the State ]u:.hmary rises to
the occasion and seizes it. As I said before (yzfle,
Harijan, 18-7-53) the drawbacks of the British
system that obtain at present must now be_ re-
moved, and I had noted the following chief things
— the proverbial delay, ex-pensivene;s apd Fhe
use of foreign language in administering justice.
The last A.LC.C. Session at Agra has suggested
that the judicial system “should be revised and

“made simpler, less costly and more expeditious

S0 as also to serve the purpose and objective of
a Welfare State.” This is not possible to do unless
the bar, the bench and the judicial service co-
operate heartily in the reform. If it is felt tha}.
such a beginning should be made in Great Bri-
tain to give them necessary confidence and con-
viction as also an example to go by, we learn that
a special committee on this matter has now re-
ported to the British Government, apd we must
profit thereby. If necessary, Government of
Bombay, in consultation with the High Court,
should appoint a special committee for it. The
question should better be considered as urgent
and immediate as it affects the public in a very
vital way.
8-8-'53 MR

Capital is a Social Trust

The special correspondent of The Hindustan
Times, in the course of the report of his talk with
an industrialist says (vide its issue of July 7,
1953) :

“ A prominent industrialist, who is in a position to
invest large sums and whom T asked why he was not
investing money in new industries, asked me plainly
what incentive there was for it. He elaborated his
answer by saying that an investment of Rs 1 crore
today would take at least three years to start paying
dividends. Thereafter, if it yields a gross income of
say Rs 25 lakhs, about Rs 15 lakhs wouldgo in the form.
of depreciation because of costlier capital outlay today.
Of the remaining, after payment of taxes, there may
be hardly Rs 5 lakhs and, out of this, if super-ax is
deducted from the industrialist concerned, he would be
left with hardly Rs 2 lakhs which means he has to wait
patlently for 50 years to recover his outlay.”

So, on his own calculation, the investor will
get at least 2 per cent net on his outlay, over and
above his agency and such other charges. But
he is not satisfied, as he thinks he should also
get back his outlay as well. Tt is not enough that

he uses it to his liking and realizes due interest

on it; he must create more capital also, again
for his private profit and aggrandizement,
This is, in a nutshell, the nature of capitalism.
It would not acknowledge that the outlay that
sn.ciety put into the investor’s hands is not his
Dprivate property but is social trust given unto
Subscription Rates — Inland : One year, Rs, 3 S
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him. All capital is a social product and as such \_wi}l
be sheer misappropriation and social injustice if it
is misused for personal gain and against the social
purpose. The investor, when he reinvests capital
got as social surplus, is at best entitled to bare
interest only and his ownership of that capital
can mean nothing more than that to him. Accord-
ing to the doctrine of trusteeship, this is the only
true foundation of a peaceful and non-violent
social and economic order. The State must in-
corporate this principle in its legislation on com-
merce, industry, and business organization.
13-7-53 M. P.

AIK.V.I Board

Among the principal decisions taken by the AllIndia
Khadi and Village Industries Board which met in Bombay
on the' 28th, 29th and 30th July, 1953 was_one relatirg to
the celebration of the next Gandhi Jayanti by arranging
special programme for the sale of Khadl. The Board de-
cided also to initiate a special production drive for-making
suitable Khadi available for this occasion. Loans to the
extent of Rs 31 lakhs were sanctioned for intensifying the
production programme.

Tt was decided to hold an AllIndia Khadi and Village
Industries Exhibition in Delhi some time at the end of
January, 1954. The decision was also taken to open a
largescale Emporium for the sale of Khadi and other
village industries products in New Delhi.

Scheme for assisting the pottery industry in villages
and for bringing about improvements in the technique of
production was approved involving an outlay of
Rs 50,000/~ It is proposed to open 5 production centres
in different parts of the country, by way of pilot projects.

The Board also approved of a programme for bringing.
about improvement in the industry of corngrinding
(hrough the introduction of improved two types of
chalekis.

In the light of the attention that the Government of
India as well as the Congress and other political organiza-
Hons have recently devoted to the question of unemploy-
ment in the country, the Board has represented to the
Government of Tndia its view that the promotion of Khadi
and other village industries is one of the most effective
way of combating this evil. The Board has expressed the
hope -that the Government of India would enable it to
organize necessary steps for meeting the situation caused
by the prevailing rural unemloyment by increasing the
volume of production in places where work is already
in progress, and by extending it to areas not reached so
far by the promotion of Khadi and other village industries.
In the opinion of the Board, this should be looked upon
as an, infegral and essential part of the national pro-
gramme.

B V. P. SABNIS,

Office Secretary,
AIR.VI Board

PAGE
.. N. D. 193

CONTENTS
BHOODAN — THE DEMAND OF THE AGE
EDIBLE OILS, GHANI AND

FOREIGN EXCHANGE
ALUMINIUM — A MENACE

TO HEALTH -- Krishna Murthi Mir Mira 195
BACKWARD CLASSES AND

THE CONSTITUTION
GANDHIJI AND VARIOUS

ISMS - - Maganbhai P. Desai 196
MADRAS PLAN OF PRIMARY EDUCATION .. 197

.. Maganbhal P. Desai 194

.. Maganbhai P, Desai 195

BHOODAN MOVEMENT AND CHRISTIANS 199
NOTES : :
BOMBAY'S UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY .. M. P, 200
CAPITAL IS A SOCIAL TRUST M. P. 200
A.LK.V.I. BOARD Sabnis 200

ix months, Rs. 3; Foreign : One ear, Rs. 8 or 14s. or $2. 3

Desal, Nav

ress, Ah



